Memorandum of Understanding between the International Programme of Biodiversity Science, DIVERSITAS, and the European Platform for Biodiversity Research, EPBRS

Statement of scope of the Memorandum of Understanding

This document aims at defining the basis for the cooperation between the International Programme of Biodiversity Science, DIVERSITAS, and the European Platform for Biodiversity Research (EPBRS).

Background

DIVERSITAS provides an international framework for scientists around the world to address the questions posed by biodiversity changes and loss. DIVERSITAS is a non governmental international science driven programme with an international recognition from both the scientific community and the policy community (Memorandum of Understanding with the Convention on Biological Diversity) working on biodiversity issues. See Annex 1 for more detailed information on DIVERSITAS' mission and structure.

EPBRS is a forum at which natural and social scientists, policy-makers and other stakeholders identify, structure, and focus the strategically important research that is essential to:

· use the components of biodiversity in a sustainable way,

· maintain ecosystem functions that provide goods and services,

· conserve, protect and restore the natural world, and

· halt biodiversity loss.

See Annex 2 for more detailed information on EPBRS mission and structure.

Objective

As DIVERSITAS and EPBRS have overlapping objectives (e.g. improving the science-policy dialog on the sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity; identifying and promoting important research on biodiversity; networking the science community and promote interdisciplinary approaches) and involve in some of their activities the same scientists and policymakers, there is a common interest in developing closer links and building on the complementarity between DIVERSITAS and EPBRS activities at different scales. 

Fields of cooperation

This section presents some potential avenues of collaboration between DIVERSITAS and EBPRS. This set of activities may evolve in the future as the two organisations are evolving. 

· Information exchange, and in particular definition of gaps, and identification of priorities related to science and policy of biodiversity, especially at European and international levels and identification of common activities.
· Promotion of research, including activities to mobilise new resources, at the European level. This would ensure stronger ties between European research and the international level.
· Ad hoc and timely collaboration such as support in the preparation of each other’s meetings.
· Reinforcing collaborations between national platforms of EPBRS and national committees of DIVERSITAS as appropriate.
Functionality

To ensure the continuity of this cooperation, the EPBRS Steering Committee and the DIVERSITAS Scientific Committee each nominate one contact person. These persons will stay in close contact and develop proposals for common activities on the basis of this document with the help of the DIVERSITAS International Secretariat and the EPBRS Secretariat. 

Signed on 





Signed on

By Jurgen Tack




By Harold A. Mooney

Chair of the EPBRS Steering Committee

Chair of the DIVERSITAS Scientific Committee

Annex 1: DIVERSITAS mission and structure (March 2008)

www.diversitas-international.org
DIVERSITAS provides an international framework for scientists around the world to address the questions posed by biodiversity loss.

The missions of DIVERSITAS are:

· Promote an integrative biodiversity science, linking biological, ecological and social disciplines in an effort to produce socially relevant new knowledge 

· Provide the scientific basis for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity

· Draw out the implications for policies for conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity

DIVERSITAS seeks to

· Develop common international frameworks for collaborative research;

· Form research networks to tackle focused scientific questions;

· Promote standardised methodologies;

· Guide and facilitate construction of global databases;

· Facilitate efficient patterns of resource allocation, and undertake analysis, synthesis and integration activities on particular biodiversity themes;

· Promote practical application of cutting-edge science to support policy and contributing to the Convention on Biological Diversity

DIVERSITAS activities are guided by the Scientific Committee (SC), which comprises leading scientists from around the globe. Representatives from each of the founding Sponsors (ICSU, UNESCO, IUBS and SCOPE), Chairs of the global environmental change programmes that comprise the Earth System Science Partnership (IHDP, IGBP, and WCRP) and representative of the Convention on Biological Diversity serve in an ex-officio capacity.

With expertise spanning a broad range of particular areas within biodiversity science, the SC defines, develops and prioritises plans for the Programme, guides its implementation, and publicizes its results at relevant scientific and policy events and fora. It also liaises and facilitates cooperation with other relevant international global environmental change programmes and organisations.

The Committee normally comprises 12 members, each of whom serves a three-year term, renewable once. SC Members are selected based on their standing in the international scientific community and their commitment to the programmatic advancement and goals of DIVERSITAS, with due consideration to regional, gender and disciplinary balance. SC Members are formally appointed by the Sponsors of DIVERSITAS. They meet on an annual basis.

To fulfil one of DIVERSITAS’ primary objectives i.e. to create a worldwide network in support of biodiversity science that fosters integration across disciplines and establishes links at regional and international levels, two types of DIVERSITAS bodies play important roles in the achievement of this objective:

· the DIVERSITAS Committees including:

· Full members: Countries who pay their contribution (and have or not an established national committee) and which have extended role in DIVERSITAS.

· Affiliated members: countries with a national committee or a focal point, not paying dues.

· the DIVERSITAS regional Networks.

DIVERSITAS’ Committees enlarge DIVERSITAS’ scientific and policy networks, thereby helping to establish crucial links between national biodiversity programmes and international framework activities. They also make it possible to implement, adapt where necessary, the DIVERSITAS science plan to local and regional concerns. To this end, each National Committee is encouraged to include representatives from three key groups: active scientists, policy makers and managers of national biodiversity programmes. These Committees form an important part of the DIVERSITAS funding strategy through annual contributions, based on a GDP (Gross Domestic Product) scale.

Many issues related to biodiversity transcend national boundaries. Therefore, it is often vitally important for several countries to collaborate in scientific research and in policy development. The regional networks in which DIVERSITAS is involved include:

· Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research (APN)

· DIVERSITAS in Western Pacific in Asia (DIWPA)

· Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research (IAI)

Annex 2: EPBRS mission and structure (January 2008)

The European Platform for Biodiversity Research Strategy (EPBRS) is a forum at which natural and social scientists, policy-makers and other stakeholders identify, structure and focus the strategically important research that is essential to:

· use the components of biodiversity in a sustainable way,

· maintain ecosystem functions that provide goods and services,

· conserve, protect and restore the natural world, and

· halt biodiversity loss.

The EPBRS was created in 1999 and is an informal body that keeps close connections with the EU institutions, national governments and relevant international bodies. 

Membership in the EPBRS is open to all states that participate in the European Union Institutions. States representatives are usually the representatives of the National Platforms for Biodiversity. The EPBRS is also open by invitation to organisations whose mission involves biodiversity science policy at a European scale and to other stakeholders depending on the topics addressed during the meetings. Each participating state nominates one scientist and one policy maker to attend the meeting. Each participating state has two votes. As most of the scientific representatives are from the natural sciences, the Commission invites some socio-economic experts to participate ad personam in EPBRS. 

EPBRS activities are guided by a Steering Committee. This Steering Committee is responsible for discussing the political and strategic orientation and activities of the EPBRS. It is composed of no fewer than 5 and no more than 12 elected individuals and ex-officio members. Membership of the Steering Committee is open to EPBRS members and to staff of the European Institutions. The term of each Steering Committee member is for 4 EU Presidency meetings. Officers (Chair, Deputy Chair and Secretary) should be elected for a single term. Ex-officio members include a representative of the Services of the Commission and the coordinator of BioPlatform. The member representing the Commission is selected annually by Commission participants. The ex-officio members are proposed by the Steering Committee.

The EPBRS process consists of meetings, preparatory and dissemination activities between meetings, and activities of national platforms. Preparatory activities involve meeting design and logistics, electronic conferences, electronic preparation and discussion of draft recommendations, and ad hoc working group work on specific topics. Meeting activities involve keynote speeches, presentation of ongoing European research activities, breakout group discussions and preparation of recommendations, and plenary discussions and adoption of recommendations. Dissemination activities relate to diffusion of outcomes.

The EPBRS:

· is an interface between biodiversity science and biodiversity research policy,

· identifies policies for which biodiversity knowledge is important,

· reviews the knowledge base and identifies gaps that limit the effectiveness of policy,

· establishes priorities for biodiversity research to reduce these gaps,

· produces recommendations designed to support the Commission, Council and Parliament and the EU Member States in orienting research on the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and the equitable sharing of its benefits,

· provides advice on science for the European delegations to the CBD and other biodiversity related conventions, the Council Working Party on International Environmental Issues (Biodiversity), the European Commission and its agencies, and other relevant institutions and organisations,

· examines European capacity to deliver needed biodiversity research,

· exchanges information with national biodiversity platforms,

· collaborates with relevant organisations inside and outside Europe,

· contributes to other European and international science-policy interfaces on biodiversity and other mechanisms for promoting, delivering and applying expertise on biodiversity,

· helps to raise the awareness of biodiversity and of the research priorities needed to help to halt its loss.
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