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Subject: Halting the loss @iiodiver sity by 2010

— Council conclusions

The Annex to this note sets out the conclusionstii@aCouncil (Environment) adopted on

28 June 2004.
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ANNEX

Halting the loss of Biodiver sity by 2010

- Council conclusions -

RECALLING the objective established at Gothenbwdte European Council to halt biodiversity
loss by 2010; and RECALLING the priority actiongidified in the & Environmental Action

Programme;

RECOGNISING the continuing alarming rate of oveladls of biodiversity in the EU and at global
level and that this loss threatens to underminatigevement of the Lisbon agenda, the
environmental, economic and social goals of the &Uyell as the global Millennium Development

Goals;

RECALLING the CBD target to significantly reduceethate of biodiversity loss by 2010, which
the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WS&ijorsed,;

CONVINCED that biodiversity has a major contributito make to sustaining life, sustaining
livelihoods, to poverty eradication, to the promatof human health and to sustainable

development;

RECALLING the Council contribution to the Spring®pean Council in 2004, in the matter of
cross-cutting issues such as climate change, eneagygport, and international sustainable
development commitments in general, and biologloadrsity, including biodiversity indicators, in

particular;

NOTING that the Council contribution emphasised thgplementation of WSSD commitments
must continue to have a high priority and be irdégpt into all relevant internal and external

policies of the EU;
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ALSO RECALLING the Council Conclusions of 22 Decesnl2003 on the seventh meeting of the
Conference of Parties (COP 7) to the ConventioBiotogical Diversity (CBD) and the first
Meeting of Parties (MOP 1) to the Cartagena Prdtoodiosafety to the CBD;

WELCOMING the entry into force of the CartagenatBcol on Biosafety;

NOTING the results of the EPBRS meeting held irfidiley" and the Stakeholders Conference
held in Malahide™,

These conclusions are without prejudice to thetjwrsof the Council on the Commission
Communication on Building our common Future: Polityallenges and Budgetary means of the
Enlarged Union 2007-2013 and related legislativppsals;

THE COUNCIL:

A. The internal dimension

0. TAKES NOTE OF theMessage from Malahidesetting out priority objectives and targets in

order to meet the overall 2010 targets, as an cwtaaf broad stakeholder consultations;

0. URGES the Commission to submit, as early as pasgi2005, a Report to Council and
Parliament on its assessment of the implementatibectiveness and appropriateness of each
of the objectives and targets set in the Europeanr@unity Biodiversity Strategy and Action
Plans taking into account the consultative prooesg concluded and, notably, thdessage

from Malahide;

0. WELCOMES the 'first set of headline biodiversitgicators' as outlined in Annex 1 to the
'Message from Malahideand urges the Commission further to develop,aedtfinalise this

set by 2006 having regard to their evolving nature;

EuropearPlatform for Biodiversity Research Strategy (EPBR®eting onSustaining
Livelihoods and Biodiversity — Attaining the 2018rgets in the European Biodiversity
Strategy at Killarney, Ireland, 21-24 May 2004.

M Stakeholders' Conference &iodiversity and the EU — Sustaining Life, Sustairg
Livelihoods at Malahide, Ireland, 25-27 May 2004.
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4. RECALLS the need to include, as soon as possildenahlater than the next review of the
Sustainable Development Strategy, an indicatoriodiversity in the list of structural
indicators, as called for in particular in the Coilisonclusions on Structural Indicators of
8 December 2003;

0. CALLS UPON the Commission to take the biodiversibjectives fully into account when

reviewing this Strategy and when assessing thetenrd-review of the Lisbon Strategy;

0. WELCOMES the Killarney Recommendations for Rese&gtrities, and theillarney
Declaration, which STRESSE8ter alia that knowledge is essential for the conservation
and sustainable use of biodiversity and the cruolalthe European Research
Area/7th Framework Programme must play in suppotire achievement of the biodiversity

targets;

0. REITERATES the need for Member States and the Casion to consider measures that
would strengthen further, through appropriate meaclsding financing, the integration of
biodiversity concerns into the policies and prograes of the key sectors relevant to
biodiversity, including environment, agriculturestferies, forestry, regional and spatial
planning, transport and energy, research, toutimde and economic and development

cooperation;

0. taking into account the principle of subsidiarfRESSES the importance of establishing
the Natura 2000 network and implementing the neesggschnical and financial instruments
and measures required for its full implementatind for the protection, outside the
Natura 2000 areas, of species protected underabédts and Birds Directives; RECALLS

that the Sixth Environmental Action Programme idfieset these measures as priority actions;
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9. insofar as the Habitats Directive provideger alia, that a contribution by means of
Community co-financing for designated sites shalpbovided for within the limits of the
resources made available under the Community'sides, NOTES that the Message from
Malahide identifiedinter alia, the importance of Community co-financing for thatura
2000 network within a thriving wider environmentasimportant step for achieving the
objective of halting the loss of biodiversity bylZ) LOOKS FORWARD to debating the
Commission's Communication on the financing ofRIATURA 2000 network;

0. EMPHASISES the importance of monitoring, evaluatmgl reporting on progress towards
the 2010 targets, and that it is absolutely vidladdmmunicate biodiversity issues effectively

to the general public and to decision-makers ireptd provoke appropriate policy responses;

0. URGES Member States:

—  toreinforce implementation of the relevant instamts available for achieving the three
objectives of the CBD provided under the reformedn@ion Agricultural Policy (CAP)
and Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) as well as wi@mhesion Policy and in economic
and development co-operation and to support stnengtg biodiversity-related
instruments within the future rural developmenti@gl

—  to ensure the full and timely implementation ofralevant environmental legislation;

—  to provide enhanced support for the developmenaowitoring of biodiversity
indicators;

—  to provide enhanced support for biodiversity reslear

—  to ensure that, in accordance with Article 6 of @D, strategies such as National
Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans are foedssnd to have reporting
arrangements in place in order to achieve the 28@ts; and

—  to promote the integration of biodiversity consaténs in their National Sustainable
Development Strategies, national development plaatgonal budgets, and Poverty

Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs);

0. CALLS upon key stakeholders to commit themselvabea2010 targets and to work in

partnership with Member States and the Commissi@thieve these targets;

10997/04 UNOFFICIAL SCl/cm 5
ANNEX DG | EN



13. WELCOMES theCountdown 2010 initiative, launched by a partnership of civil
organisations, including the Irish Presidency,@menmissioner for the Environment and the
World Conservation Union (IUCN) and other key astat the Malahide Conference, as
an important sensitising initiative to the sigrégfince of biodiversity loss across the globe and
as a means to act as an independent monitor ofgg®tpwards the 2010 targets and
ENCOURAGES Member States, Commission and civiletgdio support th€ountdown
2010 initiative;

0. ACKNOWLEDGES the need to address the EU's impac¢himd countries’ biodiversity as
well as the EU's particular responsibility in cadoiting to the achievement of the 2010
targets at the Pan-European and global levels;

0. EMPHASISES the need for urgent action to eliminatgorts of illegally harvested timber
into the EU as a contribution to fostering susthiealevelopment by halting the loss of
biodiversity and protecting the environment; STRESShe need to continue work on
implementation of the Community's Action plan omdst Law Enforcement, Governance
and Trade (FLEGT); URGES the Commission to preggmeports and proposals on the issue
without delay, taking accountjter alia, of existing multilateral mechanisms, as requested
the Council's October 2003 conclusions on the FLE@Gfion Plan;

B. The international dimension: Outcome of the senk ordinary meeting of the Conference
of the Parties (COP 7) to the Convention on Bioloal Diversity (CBD) and the first

meeting of the Parties (MOP 1) to the Cartagena freol on Biosafety

0. STRONGLY WELCOMES the outcome of COP 7 and MOP 1;

0. FURTHER WELCOMES that thiKuala Lumpur Declaration, which was adopted by
consensus by Ministers who attended the High L8egiment of COP 7 and MOP 1, reflects
the EU priorities on protected areas, on indicaams on the implementation of the Cartagena

Protocol;
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18. SUPPORTS the focus at COP 7 on the achievemehed@10 target of significantly
reducing the rate of biodiversity loss and on teechto move from the policy development
phase to concrete implementation; in this respdet WOMES the agreement at COP 7 on
a core set of biodiversity indicators to be tesigentified or developed in order to monitor

the progress of the CBD towards the 2010 target;

0. RECOGNISES the importance of broadening the fimrambiasis for implementation, from
both the public and the private sector, and eldbwyannovative strategies such as

self-financing and refocusing actions;

0. URGES the Commission and Member States to implethemtew Programmes of Work
adopted at COP 7 on Protected Areas, includingr&tiegarding marine and coastal
protected areas, Mountain Biodiversity, and TecbggplTransfer, as well as the other
decisions of COP 7 and MOP 1;

0. WELCOMES the initiative of the Commission to conseward with its Communication to
the European Parliament and the Council on theamphtation by the European Community

of the "Bonn Guidelines" on access to genetic nessuand benefit-sharing under the CBD;

0. WELCOMES the creation of an open-ended working gron review of implementation of
the CBD, an open-ended working group on protectedsaand the agreement on the terms of
reference for an open-ended working group to nagoan international regime on access and
benefit sharing; and COMMITS itself to contributiognstructively to the successful work of

these groups and to strengthening implementatiagheo€BD Strategic Plan;

0. RECOGNISES the need fully to implement the CBD 8y Plan, with the aim of achieving
its Mission and its four Goals by 2010; NOTES tkpanded workload of the CBD, having
particular regard to the fact that there are leas ix years for the achievement of the CBD
2010 target and, therefore, EMPHASISES that thenllLheed to strengthen the
implementation of the CBD, and to continue to lekiging force in international work and
activities in support of the CBD;
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24. RECOGNISES the need to strengthen biodiversityareseand monitoring as an important
contribution to the implementation of the variolBOCwork programmes, initiatives and

action plans;

0. REITERATES the importance of strengthening sectimtalgration of biodiversity issues at
all levels to help to achieve the 2010 targets;

0. AFFIRMS that the three objectives of the CBD ansely inter-linked with the concepts of
sustaining life, sustaining livelihoods, povertgdication, the promotion of human health and
sustainable development and are essential to anbitwe Millennium Development Goals;
INVITES the Commission and Member States, UN agenand international financial
institutions to work with their developing counfgrtners to support measures to achieve the
three objectives of the CBD in their National Susthle Development Strategies, national
development plans, national budgets, Poverty Remtu8trategy Papers (PRSPs) and in
country and regional strategy papers for intermaiaevelopment co-operation;

0. URGES Member States, the Commission, other Patidsountries, the G8, the GEF, the
World Bank and other relevant agencies and dorgaresations to seize the opportunity of
the proposed meeting of donors to discuss optimnsibbilising new and additional funding
for developing countries, countries with econoniesansition and small island developing

states to implement the programme of work on ptetkareas;

0. WELCOMES the concrete steps taken at COP 7 regaatiroperation with other
Conventions and organisations, including the ewstatvlent of a biodiversity liaison group,
and EMPHASISES that the EU will further contribtethese initiatives at national level and

in the relevant fora;

0. WELCOMES the key decisions made at MOP 1 for thp@se of giving operational effect to
the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety; RECOGNISESth®wProtocol is the key international
legally-binding instrument in the area of biosafahd the safe transfer, handling and use of
LMOs resulting from modern biotechnology and SUPHSHs full and effective

implementation; and in this regard:
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a) LOOKS FORWARD TO the work of the open-ended ad Wworking group on liability
and redress, and COMMITS itself to contributing stouctively to the successful
completion of the group's work within the agreedrfgear time frame;

b) STRONGLY SUPPORTS the procedures and mecharadopted at MOP 1 to
promote compliance and to address cases of noni@mog, and COMMITS itself to

their full implementation;

c) WELCOMES the further development at MOP 1 ofuduentation requirements for the
transboundary movement of LMOs and SUPPORTS tlabksttment of an
open-ended technical expert group to specify thegeirements, including the
requirements for identification, with a view to qdimg a decision at MOP 2; and

COMMITS itself to contributing constructively todlwork of the group;

d) URGES the Commission and Member States to ppiiaice and maintain the EC
Biosafety Clearing House which would be globallgessible and interlinked with

national Biosafety Clearing Houses;

0. URGES countries that have not yet done so to rdigyCartagena Protocol and INVITES

non-Parties to adhere to the objectives of theoeobt

0. EMPHASISES that the EU will need to continue taaldriving force in international work
and activities in support of the Cartagena ProtocoBiosafety to the CBD.
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